Use of compounded adrenocorticotropic hormone (ACTH) for adrenal function testing in dogs.
Serum cortisol concentrations were measured in five healthy dogs in response to five adrenocorticotropic hormone (ACTH) preparations. Cortisol concentrations were similar at time 0 (pre-ACTH) and at 30 and 60 minutes after injection of all forms of ACTH. However, at 90 and 120 minutes post-ACTH, serum cortisol concentrations were significantly lower following injection of two compounded forms of ACTH. The data showed that injection of four compounded forms of ACTH caused elevations in serum cortisol concentrations of a similar magnitude as cosyntropin in samples collected 60 minutes after administration; but concentrations at later times varied, depending on the type of ACTH used.